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FROM THE COVER
When Molson and I started 2020 we had our plan in place: I knew the
shows we were entering, and the points he needed for RACH2. I expected
to finish in April, at either Oriole Dog Training Club or the PWCCP Specialty. Then wham, overnight the world changed. I couldn’t believe it, show
after show cancelled. I left work one day and we were handed a laptop and
told not to come back. My head was spinning, as all of us experienced. So
began a very long spring and summer.
Trying to keep our spirits and our skills up, I found a fun Facebook group
that had activities to do with our dogs, and just waited for something to
open. In August we went back to a no frills rally trial at Dauphin, then Oriole, and a few others. Now I had a Plan B, I had shows lined up and entered, from Pennsylvania to Virginia, through December. I was also keeping track of his Rally Master 6, which as it turned out we missed getting
this year by one leg, because a trial we entered was cancelled. Needing
14 points out of the Master class, Mo was going to do it his way, clicking off
the points a couple this time, none the next. (No points are earned if the
score is below 91.) Working out of our cars, with no crating in the building,
Ann and Mo with Judge Josie McAuliffe.
the only teams in the building were the working dog, next up, and the one
Photo from Ann’s phone.
on deck. Gate sheets and check in was outside. The gate steward and
table steward used walkie talkies to pass scores back and forth. Very different, but we got used to it. At least
we could chat with friends we had not seen in a while out on the parking lot. And the masks, did he prefer plain
or patterned? He didn’t care, I had to talk a bit louder when giving a command, as I think the mask muffles your
voice.
RACH2 was finally achieved at Dauphin Dog Training Club. Mo got a 98 in trial 2 out of the Master class, and
took second place. I was thrilled to find out he was the first Pembroke Welsh Corgi to obtain RACH2. I know his
breeder, Derry Krause, was smiling from heaven about this news.
During his rally career Mo competed in two Rally National Championships. We did not make the top 10 but had
fun in the process. In 2012 we competed in the All Star Obedience Rally Championship and won the Novice
Rally class. Through the years he has been ranked in the top 10 rally dogs by Front and Finish Magazine.
I was planning on retiring Molson at Catoctin Kennel Club’s Rally trial in November, but the trial was cancelled.
At nearly 12 years old, he deserves some rest and relaxation, preferably on the bed with a box of dog treats
near by. So one more trial in 2021 for the RM6 leg and a nice retirement party for him with our friends, who we
look forward to seeing in the new year. --Ann Pribyl
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EDITOR’S NOTE
The month of January is named for the two-headed Roman god, Janus.
He continually looked backward and forward and was the god of transitions. With the start of a new year (and hopefully a better one), this
issue of the Tide looks back on some club history and forward to some
recent changes. Looking back, there is an excerpt from an article on
the history of the club, the full, original version of which appears on pwccp.org. Also included are some of Leon Bezdikian’s comic strips from
earlier print issues of the Tide. Looking ahead, the AKC has expanded
its virtual program to include Obedience, and a Fast CAT Invitational was held in late 2020. This issue has information on both. It also
contains an article on Farm Dog Certification, which has been around
for a few years but gaining in popularity as people look for safe, outdoor things to do with their dogs. And PWCCP Rescue is continuing its
efforts on behalf of corgis in need; Pat Koons gives us a report on that.
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Snow Fun for Puppy Angus (Corgard Pickwick’s
Great Expectations)

Annual Awards Applications
Annual Awards Applications are available on-line at pwccp.org. Attendance at either the Zoom meeting, June 20, 2020, or January 2,
2021, counts toward the one meeting required to receive awards. Due
to delays in AKC processing of titles, the deadline has been extended to March 1, 2021. For more information, contact Susan Geiger at
oucorgis@yahoo.com.
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DOWN MEMORY LANE

Photo by Penny Ford-Bezdikian. Founding members at the 1999 Specialty. Front Row (L to R): Derry Krause, Carolyn Waugaman, Peggy
Kessler, Alice Engel with “Tillie.: Back row:Betty Burwell, H. Mike Mickelson, Diane Gaskins, Molly Bruce (member but not a founding member).

The following is an excerpt from an article
that was written for the 2014 PWCCA Handbook by Penny Ford-Bezdikian in collaboration with Derry Krause and Gigi Fitzgerald.
The entire article can be read on-line at
pwccp.org. Of course, changes and updates have occurred since 2014. Since the
article was written, the PWCCP has added
Back-to-Back Specialties and Fast CAT.
The Herding Weekend is currently on hiatus. But please enjoy a brief history of the
founding of the club.

HISTORY OF THE CLUB: On June 9, 1973, a small group of Corgi fanciers held their first meeting of
the Pembroke Welsh Corgi breed club at the home of Mr. and Mrs. Howard (Mike) Mickelson in Boston, Virginia. The club was formed to serve the area of Virginia, Maryland, the District of Columbia,
and interested parties, to educate them to breed with the Standard, a Corgi who can use it’s natural
ability both in conformation and obedience. The founding members of the then named Tidewater
Pembroke Welsh Corgi Club were: Mike Mickelson (who would be the first President of the club); Larry Brown (first Vice-President); Margaret (Peggy) Mickelson; Betty Burwell; Diane and Mike Gaskins;
Don and JoAnn Schmidt; Carolyn Waugaman; Peggy Kessler; and Derry Krause. Nineteen members
were represented at the meeting and Peggy Mickelson served as the first recording secretary.
PUBLICATION: In August 1974, the burgeoning club issued its first four-page newsletter, The TIDE,
using a mimeograph machine! Co-editors were JoAnn Schmidt and Peggy Mickelson. The newsletter featured a logo bearing the name “Tidewater Pembroke Welsh Corgi Club.” A contest had been
held for members to submit entries for the logo and the winning design selected was done by JoAnn
Schmidt who was inspired to convey images for the name “Tidewater” by drawing a Corgi seated by
the shore with cattails. However, the name “Tidewater” was short-lived. In accordance with the recommendation of the AKC, the membership needed to vote for a name change. The club had 38 members; five lived in Pennsylvania and two in New Jersey. But the majority lived in the Maryland and
Virginia regions. Therefore, the name “Potomac” was voted upon as it aptly reflected ties to the geographical flow of the Potomac River for these two states. The AKC advised that effective on November 18, 1974, the name of the club would be officially changed to “The Pembroke Welsh Corgi Club of
the Potomac” (PWCCP), and the AKC granted permission for the PWCCP to operate as a Sanctioned
Club. The PWCCP was incorporated in the State of Maryland, March 24, 1992, as a non-stock corporation.
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FUN WITH FARM DOG CERTIFICATION TRIALS
By Sherrie Biernacki

On a brisk November day in 2020, both my dogs earned their
Farm Dog Certified (FDC) titles. Before Covid 19, I was so busy
with Rally and Obedience, I wouldn’t have had time for this title.
Craving something to do safely outside with the dogs, I signed up
for a set of Farm Dog trials that a friend of mine’s club was hosting. I didn’t know what to expect but was pleasantly surprised.
The dogs and I had a blast.
Farm Dog Certification consists of twelve tasks for the dogs and
owners to do. Some are similar to Canine Good Citizen (CGC)
requirements, such as sitting alone calmly in a crate while the
owner leaves for one minute, or staying in place while a friendly dog walks by. Other aspects are unique to the farm, such as
jumping on a hay bale or calmly visiting with farm animals enclosed in a pen. In our case, they were two llamas. I even got to
feed a horse while my dogs sat nearby.

Photo by Sherrie Biernacki

To receive the Farm Dog title, the dog must qualify under two different judges. In our case, the club
brought in two judges who rotated through the dogs efficiently. Both my dogs earned their new titles in
about an hour and a half.
The only thing that concerned me having corgis was the size of the hay bale, which was the bigger
farm version, not the straw bales found at hardware and garden stores. The judges agreed to substitute feedbags for the bale, and I was given the chance to try both. Nicki has shown some weakness
in her shoulders as she has aged, so the feedbags were
perfect for her. The only thing not perfect was the bags
contain actual FOOD, so it’s more a challenge to get the
dog to focus on jumping on the bags. My broad shouldered Turner surprised me by soaring up to the top of the
bale with no problem.
For those breeding or raising their dogs on farms or under
farm-like conditions, this title might not be much of a challenge. But it is a great opportunity for city and suburban
pet and performance dog owners to try a new venue with
their dogs. While my two passed, not all the dogs did that
day. For some, it is harder than it looks.
I’m really glad we gave Farm Dog a try. I look at others on
Facebook who have been able to continue pursuing performance work during the pandemic, and I think, “You don’t
know what you’re missing. You should give Farm Dog a
try.”
Nicki meets two llamas. Photo by Cleo Curry.
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Another Farm Dog Success Story: “Missy,” owned by Margaret Henderson

As told to Ann Phillips

The test was held October 27, 2018, at
the farm of Charlynn and Keith Turner,
just north of Harrisonburg, PA.
Charlynn was one of the judges. The
second judge was Sally Petty of Sperryville, VA. Prior to the test Charlynn
held about four classes for us to learn
the 12 individual tests involved, as prescribed by the AKC. Missy and I went up
to all the classes.

Photo provided by Margaret Henderson.
LEGISLATIVE NEWS
On December 2, 2020, the United States Department of Transportation (DOT) announced final revisions to its
Air Carrier Access Act (ACAA) regulations that concern the transportation of service animals. The new finalized rules, which will be effective in January, are intended to ensure that America’s air transportation system
is safe for the travelling public and accessible to individuals with disabilities, and address concerns raised by
individuals with disabilities, airlines, flight attendants, airports, other aviation transportation stakeholders, and
other members of the public, regarding service animals on aircraft.
The final rule defines a service animal as a dog, regardless of breed or type, that is individually trained to do
work or perform tasks for the benefit of a qualified individual with a disability, including a physical, sensory,
psychiatric, intellectual, or other mental disability. This change in definition significantly aligns DOT’s definition
of “service animal” with the definition that the Department of Justice uses under the federal Americans with
Disabilities Act.
The changes also clarify that emotional support animals (ESAs), comfort animals, companionship animals,
animals being trained to be service animals, and species other than dogs are not considered to be “service
animals” under the new DOT definition. Instead, airlines may recognize and accommodate emotional support
animals as pets. Many commenters, including airline industry stakeholder groups, disability rights advocacy
organizations, and animal interest groups, including the American Kennel Club (AKC), cited safety concerns
with the previous recognition of ESAs as service animals, including the growing trend of individuals misrepresenting their pets as service animals and the number of online mental health professionals willing to provide
pet owners with emotional support animal and psychiatric service animal documentation in exchange for a fee.
The DOT rules also continue to prohibit airlines from refusing to transport a service animal solely based on
breed. Airlines may continue to assess each animal individually to determine whether it poses a direct threat
to the health or safety of others.
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AKC NEWS
Virtual Obedience
In addition to extending virtual Novice and Intermediate Rally and the virtual ACT Agility program
through December 2021, the AKC will be adding a new virtual Obedience program in March 2021.
Only Beginner Novice and Novice will be offered in the beginning, and this will be considered a separate Obedience track. The titles will be BN-V and CD-V to distinguish them from in-person tracks.
Legs earned virtually will not count toward a regular title, nor will legs earned in the ring count toward
a virtual one.
At the beginning of filming the handler must identity the call name of the dog, the breed, state that
she/he is not carrying treats or toys, and show the collar and lead so they are visible on camera.
A few of the exercises are a bit different. The team performs the figure eight around chairs or polls.
As for sit or stand for inspection, the handler leaves the dog, and performs the inspection as the handler is returning to the dog. For Beginner Novice, a sit-stay walk around is required, while for Novice,
it is a down-stay walk around. There are no group stays as in regular Novice.
Fast CAT Invitational
Which dog is the fastest in the country? The AKC Fast CAT Invitational answered that question, as
the fastest dogs gathered for this inaugural, invitation-only event from December 9-11. Dogs of all
breeds participate yearlong, around the country, in AKC Fast Coursing Ability Tests (Fast CAT) – the
100-yard dash for dogs.
Held in conjunction with the AKC National Championship Presented by Royal Canin, the fastest dogs
from each breed, based on rankings from AKC Fast CAT Tests, had been invited to participate in
Orlando, Florida, for the designation of Fastest Dog USA or Speed of the Breeds Champion. All dogs
ran three times, with the cumulative speed determining the fastest dogs. The third and final round was
held on Friday, December 11. Dogs competed in two final divisions: Fastest Dogs USA and the Speed
of the Breed Championship. Fastest Dogs USA determined the outright fastest dog according to
miles per hour. Speed of the Breed was determined by the percentage of speed run over the average
speed for that breed.
An All American Dog from Maryland, Phelan, was the Fastest Dog at 32 miles per hour. Unfortunately, no Pembroke Welsh Corgis were in attendance. The AKC offers the invitation to the fastest dog
in each breed. If declined, then the second, and the third. The AKC does not extend the invitation
past the third fastest in each breed. With Covid and other considerations, some owners declined the
invitations.
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RESCUE NEWS
Maggie Nibbles and Stu, who were our summer rescues, are doing well in their new homes.
Lily continues to have problems with skin infections, balance and losing weight.
I am always looking for foster homes. Remember that the club will pay for food, meds, whatever is
needed. Although most of our recent dogs did not get along with other dogs, it is still possible to foster if you have a number of dogs. Just keep them separated. (I keep a new dog away from my dogs
and cats in the beginning.) Except for Lily, the other dogs have only been in rescue for 2 to 4 weeks,
so it is doable for a short time. You can always contact me or other rescue committee members if you
need some guidance.
I do not put pictures of dogs on the website, as that would cause even more people to contact me.
There are times when I get a couple of emails and phone calls a day. I even have people asking
about dogs that were previous rescues.
Reminder!!! I need an application on file for a person to be considered to possibly adopt a rescue.
We do check references, do a home check, and have supervised visits before a dog is placed.
Brandon Pfeffer is a member of our rescue committee, but was left off the rescue info listed with our
membership list.
If you would like to help in any way with rescue, please contact me.
Pat Koons 717 792-0321 silverrodell@comcast.net
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The following individuals or businesses have supported The Tide, either by purchasing a business card advertisement or by allowing their photography or artwork to be used in The Tide. We are very grateful to everyone
who provided artwork or photographs, regardless of whether they submitted a business card for inclusion on
this page.

PWCCP RESCUE

Pat Koons, Chairperson
3303 Days Mill Rd
York, PA 17408-7382
717-793-0330
silverrodell@comcast.net
www.pwccp.org
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PWCCP CALENDAR
2021 MEETINGS
BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETINGS
The calendar is compiled by Kathy
  Saturday  February  6th  noon,  (Zoom)
Hash, Calendar Coordinator.
GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETINGS
Please send any updates or correc  Saturday  January  2nd  noon  (Zoom)  counts  as  2020  meeting  for  awards
tions to trucorgi@msn.com
  Thursday  April  22nd  Specialty  Shows  &  Trials
Delta Hotel Marriott - Hunt Valley, MD
The general membership meeting and annual awards presentations will be held after judging on Thursday at the show
site.
  Saturday  June  19th,  PWCCP  B-OB  Rally  Match
The general membership meeting and election of officers will be held during the lunch break.
  August  21,  PWCCP  Rescue  Picnic,  Johnsvlle  Ruritan  Club,  Union  Bridge,  MD
The general membership meeting will be held following lunch.
  TBA,  PWCCP  Annual  Holiday  Dinner
The general membership meeting will be held following dinner.
2021 SHOWS & EVENTS
  Wednesday-Thursday-Friday,  April  21st-23rd  45th  &  46th  SPECIALTY  SHOW,  OBEDIENCE 
& RALLY TRIALS
Delta Hotel Marriott - Hunt Valley, MD
Show Chair: Jen Crivelli jencrivelli@gmail.com, tuscanycorgis@gmail.com,(443) 285-3426
Co-Chair: TBA
Obedience Chair: Lolly Clarke jlaurenclarke@gmail.com (610) 331-3755
Rally Chair: Ann Pribyl pempal17@gmail.com (443) 690-2867
Show Secretary: Rhonda Toren showsec@clantryre.net
5474 Delphinium Ct., Columbia, MD 21045. Ph (410) 997-3698 . Fax (410) 997-7918
Judges:
Karen Fruhmann (BRUMBAER) - - Sweepstakes, Altered
David Guempel (GAYLORD) - - Breed, Thursday
Cynthia Savioli (AUBREY) - - Breed, Friday
Elizabeth (Tibby) Chase - - Obedience/Rally
The general membership meeting will be held after judging on Thursday at the show site.
  Saturday  June  19th,  PWCCP  Fun  Fair
Location: TBA
Chair: Carol Openhym, CLOpenhym@verizon.net (410) 296-5097
Co-Chair: Sherrie Biernacki, smbiernacki@gmail.com (301) 428-9848
  Saturday  June  19th,  PWCCP  B-OB  Rally  Match
Location: TBA
Event Chair: Jen Reynolds reynjen@gmail.com (410) 259-8756
Match Chair: Darcy Babcock darbab57@yahoo.com (301) 503-3557
Judges:
Breed ~ John Dugan (KELTICFOX) - - Breed, Junior and Adult Showmanship
Obedience / Rally ~ Ann Pribyl - - Obedience/Rally
The general membership meeting and election of officers will be held during the lunch break.
Friday,  Saturday,  Sunday,  July  30,  31,  and  August  1.  PWCCP  All-Breed  AGILITY  TRIAL 
Belle Vista Training Center, 730 Mount Airy Road, Lewisberry, PA 17339
Chair: Sharon Leh Tsleh123@comcast.net (717) 507-0388
Co-Chair: Kim Tilbury, koko7brooke@icloud.com (540) 943-5170
Trial Secretary: Stephanie Capkovic and Rob Kripaitis 730 Mount Airy Road, Lewisberry, P
17339 trialsec@bvtrainingcenter.com (717) 542-0427 Judge: Elliot Kaplan
Saturday,  August  21,  PWCCP  Rescue  Picnic,  Johnsville  Ruritan  Club,  11100  Cover  Dr.,  Union  Bridge,  MD
Chairs: Kathy Kelly and Stephon Collins kitkat1662@gmail.com(301) 367-7709 , stephsr@yahoo.com (301) 325-2969
The general membership meeting will be held following lunch.
  Friday,  Saturday,  Sunday  October  8th,  9th,  and  10th,  PWCCP  All-Breed  FastCat
Gamber Community and Fire Department property, 3838 Niner Road, Finksburg, MD 21048
Chair: Carol Schwartz carted1@comcast.net, (410) 236-2034
Co-Chair: Sherrie Biernacki, smbiernacki@gmail.com (301) 428-9848
Trial Secretary: Ching-Yao Yu ching@cyu.com sugarloafmountainracing.com
PO Box 305, Damascus, MD 20872
Saturday,  TBA,  PWCCP  Annual  Holiday  Dinner
TBAChairs: Kandy Boll and John Dugan kbcorgi@verizon.net, Equcanine@aol.com.
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The general membership meeting will be held following dinner.

ADVERTISING IN THE TIDE
Advertising in The Tide is limited to PWCCP members and PWCCA-affiliate club members. Advertising rates
for non-PWCCP members (unless invited to advertise because of a PWCCP specialty or match win) and commercial businesses are double the PWCCP member rates and are subject to approval by the editor. Advertising on the front cover or on page two is available by invitation from the editor.
Please review the following guidelines so that all the information that you wish to include is provided
to us. This will prevent us from having to request additional information and will help to avoid confusion by having everything submitted at the same time.
Any or all of the following items may be submitted:
Registered and call name of the dog.
Sire and dam. It is generally a good idea to include the sire and dam for conformation Corgis. Sire and 		
dam may be included for performance dogs. Rescue Corgis in performance under the AKC PALS program
would not have a breed history, so would not have this included.
What was achieved? What accomplishment(s) are you advertising?
Where was it achieved (location and show)?
Under which judge?
On what date?
Breeder (may be acknowledged formally or with such phrases as heartfelt thanks, etc.)
Handler (including owner/handler and in the case of a handler not the owner may include thank yous).
Owner (in the case of a particularly crowded ad, where the owner/handler is pictured, this can be noted in
the picture).
Photos: You must supply the name of the photographer or studio, even if you took the pictures yourself. It
is the policy of The Tide to give attribution on all photos. Attribution is a legal requirement for professional
photos. If there are special circumstances where the photographer is not known, please discuss with the
Advertising Editor, or with the Editor.
People in the photos: Judge and professional handler may be identified out of courtesy and as helpful information. Owner/handler is optional if ad is submitted by the owner/handler.
Kennel logos are a good idea and may be included.
Phone numbers, addresses, and email of breeders can be included by the breeder or with permission of the
breeder if they are the advertiser, a member or if they co-own the dog with the advertiser. Publication of
non-club members’ names, addresses, and phone numbers may be listed in the Tide for those who co-own
dogs with the advertiser.
Finally, include any special text or explanations. (Please note that space is limited, and a long text will result in much smaller pictures, etc.)
Advertising rates for PWCCP members:
Front Cover Ad:				
$50.00
includes up to 7.5” wide x 4.5” high “Cover Story” ad on an inside page to go with the cover ad.
Full Page Ad 					
Half Page Ad 					
Business Card 				

$35.00
$25.00
$7.50

A 10% discount for four ads or business card ads in a year. Full payment for four ads must be
made at the time of the first ad. The front cover is not included in discount ads.
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