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FROM THE COVER

This year has seemed like a long, uphill 
climb and a long run dealing with Covid 19, 
but this issue of The Tide is suprisingly full.  
We have coverage of the PWCCP Agility 
Trials that went on safely and smoothly, as 
well as our three-day Fast CAT.  In addition, 
three PWCCP members judged the Garden 
State Conformation Show. One club member 
successfully competed in virtual Rally to earn 
a title.  And much of everyday business has 
gone on. The biographies of two new potential 
members are included in this issue in prepa-
ration for a vote at our next virtual meeing, 
and Rescue continues to do its good work.                                                                                                     
Enjoy this Fall issue.
Sherrie Biernacki (Tide editor)
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This  year we were able to hold our Agility trial and the Fast CAT.  
Both were successful and conducted using coronavirus protocols.
While I did not attend the Agility trial, I did volunteer to work at the 
Fast CAT.  I had been to the CAT lure coursing we held at times 
during our Fun Fair, but I had never been to a Fast CAT before. 
What a blast.  As anyone who participates in that venue knows, 
entries are filled minutes after they open.  One of the benefits of 
volunteering is clubs hold entries open for volunteers.  I ran two 
dogs who are now on their way to a BCAT.  Since the number of 
Conformation shows are limited, it was a great way of getting out 
and doing a dog-related activity.  
I want to thank Kim Tilbury and Carol Schwartz, Chairs for Agility 
and Fast CAT, and their committees for making it possible for the 
club to hold these events.  As always, volunteers are appreciated.
And on an unrelated note, at the last Board meeting it was 
agreed to purchase the Zoom license so that club meetings can 
be held online while we all deal with the coronavirus situation.
At this time I wish everyone a Happy Thanksgiving and stay safe.
Michele
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Judging Conformation in the Time of Covid 19

by Judy Bolin
As more exhibitors are starting to venture out to dog 
shows after the COVID-19 outbreak began earlier 
this year, are you still hesitant about getting out? We 
wouldn’t blame you if you are, but we wanted to share 
experiences at the 2020 back-to-back PWCC Garden 
State Specialty shows, both held on the same day 
(Sept. 12, 2020). 

From the Premium List to the day of the show, the Pem-
broke Welsh Corgi Club of the Garden State excelled 
in communicating their concern about COVID-19 and 
what to expect before entering and during the shows. 
Safety protocols were spelled out. Everyone was given 
a bracelet after they signed a waiver. Those who didn’t 
wear a bracelet were not allowed in the show building. 

Three PWCCP members—Shawn Michaels, Kandy Boll 
and Carrie Chase—were honored to judge sweepstakes, AM conformation, and PM conformation, respectively. 
Their thoughts follow PWCCGS President Bobbe Lord’s comments. 

According to Bobbe, this was the 25th and 26th annual show and 17th and 18th independent show for Gar-
den State, and it was pulled off with limited volunteers. She said COVID restrictions caused them to relocate 
their specialty. The new location ended up spectacular with fabulous views and room for outside grooming.           
Exhibitors came from as far north as Maine as well as Ohio, Connecticut, New Hampshire and New Jersey. As 
a result, Bobbe said, there were actually a few more entries this year compared to last year. 

“We think we found a home at this site,” she said. “Everyone loved this location. The shows went really 
smoothly.” 

They couldn’t have a banquet due to the indoor dining restrictions, so cupcakes and breakfast were served 
in outside tents. No spectators were allowed. Exhibitors complied with social distancing, and everyone wore 
masks all the time except when winners photos were taken. 

“I was impressed with how respectful people were. They followed COVID guidelines with no complaints,” she 
said. “It’s nice to be with family again, and we’re grateful that people came out and supported it.” 

The flowers from Joan Scott were fabulous and the judges were terrific, Bobbe said.

Judge Shawn Michaels (LOST RIVER) said, “Garden State did a fabulous job, and everyone was quite hap-
py. The building was open and airy. No one complained about wearing masks and were quite fine about wear-
ing them.”

She said an entrance ring gate and a separate exit gate was a good idea. Judges continually wiped down the 
tables. Outside Port-A-Johns were used instead of having inside bathrooms available. 

The biggest impact that Shawn noted about the Garden State Specialty this year was the effect COVID-19 had 
on personal interactions. People go to shows to reunite with friends and meet new friends. COVID changed 
that, or at least made it harder. Exhibitors had to keep six feet apart. There was no hugging. No banquet. 

Judge Carrie Chase.  Photo by Kristin Pantelides
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Judge Kandy Boll (CORGARD) said the Garden State specialty went great. The building was large with open 
doors on both ends, the day could not have been better (as the building was not air conditioned) in the 70's 
with a light breeze blowing. They had a large ring set up and openings for dogs/exhibitors to go in and out. 
There was a table at the "in" gate for judges to put their books etc. on, and hand sanitizer (which she used af-
ter every dog she judged), the table at the "out" gate was where the ribbons were placed. The exhibitors picked 
them up as they exited. Kandy said it was the quietest specialty she’s ever attended, as there were not crates 
or grooming allowed inside, and no spectators allowed. 

All exhibitors had to wear a mask and had to sign a COVID waiver, but Kandy did not hear one complaint (Kan-
dy thought surely there was one, as this is a dog show!!), and the show ran smoothly.  

There were some differences for judges. Hand sanitizing between each dog, six feet apart for everyone (which 
we all have learned to do), not handing out ribbons, self pickup for numbers. Kandy thought everyone was very 
happy to be there and get back to the sport we all love. 

Judge Carrie Chase (HUM’NBIRD) said the Garden State specialties for this year were a heroic attempt by 
the Pembroke Welsh Corgi Club of the Garden State to return to a somewhat normal Specialty experience, all 
organized within a few months. Until the very last day before the show, it was not clear if the show could go on 
due to the fluidity of the situation regarding the COVID-19 virus. In fact a few days before the event, Carrie’s 
own state, West Virginia, became a "hot spot" due to WVU students bar-hopping. While the school is three 
hours from her home, it still meant if she went to New Jersey, Carrie had to stay for less than 24 hours or she 
would have to do a 14-day quarantine. Carrie drove to the show in the morning and returned home the same 
evening. 

The back-to-back specialties were of a stand-alone format in a large, well lit building in a hilltop public park. 
There were big roll up doors at either end and the fantastic weather allowed both to be open so that fresh air 
flowed throughout all day long. Carrie judged the afternoon specialty, and by then a good routine had been 
worked out by the show committee and club members. Exhibitors groomed at their vehicles and not inside the 
building. 

Exhibitors had to pick up their own armbands, there was an entrance and exit to the ring, and the ribbons were 
on a table near the ring exit for the exhibitors to pick up. Everyone wore a mask, and Carrie used a bit of hand 
sanitizer in between exams on each dog. She did not re-examine her Veteran winners in Best of Breed, to 
reduce risk based on contact. Otherwise, the classes were run just as they did prior to the virus pandemic. 
The classes were small enough so that they did not have to be divided. If they were large, Carrie would have 
made cuts. The exhibitors were polite and mindful of their behavior that was required by show rules (distanc-
ing, mask wearing, not crowding next to the ring, no chairs at ringside). Some of the dogs were a little green 
from inexperience but that was expected, and Carrie tried to be as forgiving as possible. In the end, at her 
show, it was a day to celebrate the Veterans, as her Best of Breed and Best Opposite were from the veteran 
classes. Carrie was completely impressed by the sportsmanship of each and every competitor, and by the 
coordinated and positive efforts and attitude of the State membership. They did a fantastic job in a short period 
of preparation time and should receive the highest praise for their efforts. Carrie also hopes they will consider 
using the same show site again because it seemed very well suited to handle a Specialty show. 

“I'm so happy they invited me to be a judge for the show!” Carrie said. 

NOTE: If you want to learn more about how more than 13,000 exhibitors are dealing with the possibility of 
returning to dog shows, check out the MB-F Exhibitor COVID-19 Survey Results on infodog.com
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AGILITY REPORT
by Kim Tilbury

PWCCP Agility Trial, July 24-26, 2020 at Bella Vista Training Center, 
Lewisberry, PA

During this year’s pandemic it has been crazy with shows and perfor-
mance trials being cancelled due to the Covid 19 Virus. We are very 
lucky to have a very successful Agility Trial weekend. It was fun getting 
together with friends, fellow exhibitors, and all the lovely dogs.

I want to thank Rob and Steph, trial secretary and owners of Bella 
Vista Training Center, and their assistants for having a wonderful and 
safe facility to have our trial. Another big thank you to our Judge Mark 
Upshaw, with fantastic and fun courses. 

Other thank yous are due to Judy Kolva for stepping up to be our 
Chief Course Builder, and all exhibitors who helped build the courses 
throughout the three day event.  

Thank you to our trial committee and our key workers:

Sharon Leh, Assistant Trial Chair and Chief Ring Steward. Thank you for working so hard keeping the workers 
on time and flow of all classes running smoothly. 

Phoebe Rolen, for taking care of the Ribbon Table and keeping up with the score sheets and Q’s each day for 
the High Scoring Pembroke Welsh Corgi in the Standard and Preferred Classes. 

Jennifer Reynolds, for driving up each day to work the rings and helping the course builders. 

Glenna Felty, for the wonderful Hospitality Gifts for the Pembroke and Cardigan Welsh Corgis. Plus being the 
PWCCP photographer for the trial. 

Jane Burrows, for donating the wonderful Rosette for the High Scoring Pembroke Welsh Corgi in the Standard 
and Preferred Agility classes. Plus she worked Sunday afternoon. 

Lastly, I want to thank all Exhibitors who worked and exhibited their beautiful dogs. 
 
Now some of the statistics and winners of the trial:

Friday: 326 dogs
Saturday: 350 dogs
Sunday: 350  dogs

Pembroke Welsh Corgi Entries: 18

Junior Handlers: 4

High Scoring Standard 
Fallon, Pembroke Welsh Corgi, Mike Litchfield

High Scoring Preferred
Hoss, Pembroke Welsh Corgi, Mike Litchfield

Photo by Sharon Leh
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Master Agility Champion 
MACH3 Gonzo The Great "Gonzo," Long Coat Chihuahua
Brenda Landis

Preferred Agility Champion
PACH Gayhearts Blazing Dreams "Blazer," Pembroke Welsh Corgi
Gina Schroetter

Next year’s trial will be in the same place, Bella Vista Training Center, Lewisberry, PA
Trial Chair Sharon Leh 

Sincerely 
Kim Tilbury
2020 Agility Trial Chair

Above, Kim Tilbury, Agility Chair, with Denver
Below, Phoebe Rolen, ribbons and awards

Glenna Felty with Howie

  Photos by Sharon Leh
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Agility Defined by the AKC
By Glenna Felty
Dog Agility is a sport where you direct your dog through a pre-set obstacle course within a certain time limit. 
Courses typically have between 14-20 obstacles which can include tunnels, weave poles, tire jumps, seesaws, 
and pause tables where the dog must stop for a set amount of time.
Sounds easy right. Ummmm. I started agility with my first corgi, Towsen, in 2005. I had no idea what the equip-
ment was called. A frame? Wing jump? What were those weird symbols on the maps? How was I going to 
teach him to do weaves if I didn’t have the equipment at home? I didn’t even know how to enter him in compe-
titions! Now they want me to help at trials, what? When? How?

Training

Corgis are active dogs. They enjoy zooming around the house at top speed and jumping over obstacles. 
Agility is a perfect outlet for this energy. All dogs can do agility, even mixed breeds, but dogs from the Herd-
ing group seem to excel. Training can begin anytime. I’ve seen older rescue corgis enjoying Agility trials! You 
don’t have to invest in equipment to get a start in the sport. I started Towsen with jumps made from stacked 
books and yard sticks! 

Basic training is a must though. You have to have control of your dog off leash. They don’t have to stay in heel 
position but you should be able to call them to you. A great way to teach them to want to stay close to you 
is by just filling your pocket with treats and walking around in a large, fenced-in area. Ignore your unleashed 
dog. Just walk around. When your dog approaches you THEN pay attention to them and give them a cookie. 
Continue walking mindlessly ignoring your dog unless he/she is by you then give them a cookie. Eventual-
ly they discover that you are a cookie dispensing machine and just follow you around hoping for a cookie. 
You are giving them the choice to be with you. Your dog has decided that sticking close to you is rewarding. 
Further Basic training gives you control of your dog and helps with agility training. I would tell Towsen to sit 
and stay while I walked down the hall over the yard stick jumps then called him over them. So yes obedience 
training is very beneficial but strict obedience is not required. 

Photo by Glenna Felty
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There are many techniques to teach dog Agility, and if you are seriously considering showing your Corgi, I 
highly recommend finding a local training facility. I do not own a Dog Walk or an AFrame (the bigger, more 
expensive obstacles). What I did was walk my dogs on low bleachers so they got used to narrow walkways 
(like a Dog Walk) and made ramps made of carpeted wood. I purchased kids tunnels from online stores for 
less than $20 and created low “tables” from sturdy storage containers. Towsen’s favorite was to visit “human” 
playgrounds. He learned from a wobbly bridge on how to maintain balance on moving objects which is a great 
start to learning the Teeter. With a little imagination and a search on the internet you can create your own ob-
stacles. We created our own jumps from PVC but as the weaves are one of the hardest things to teach we did 
purchase a set. Eventually other “official” obstacles followed and our basement has been turned into a rubber 
matted Agility training center. Yes, having the “official” equipment helps but Towsen was showing in Trials by 
age 4. Corgis learn at different rates and at 2 years of age we thought Bronwyn was ready to start showing in 
Agility Trials. 
Agility Trials

Agility Trials can be confusing so let’s just start with a basic introduction. There are 3 levels: Novice, Open, and 
Excellent/Masters. Similar to Obedience, 3 Qualifiers are needed for titles. A Dog’s jump height is determined 
by the height at their withers.  Dogs at 11 inches and under jump 8 inches. So most corgis jump 8 inches. 
Towsen was 12.25 inches so he jumped 12 inches. You do have the option to jump your dog at a lower height 
which is called Preferred. Regardless, the courses are the same for all jump heights. But they are different for 
each Level.  The courses are easier in Novice and get harder in Open and then more complex in  Excellent/
Masters. 

There are many different classes (or courses) but the main ones are Standard (STD) and Jumpers with 
Weaves (JWW).  Each agility trial MUST have these classes each day. The others are extras and can be con-
fusing. So we will just discuss the main classes.

The Standard Class (STD) contains all the obstacles.  Dog walk, A-frame, Seesaw or teeter, pause table (ta-
ble), weaves, tunnels, and jumps. The Novice level only has a set of 6 weaves and must have a broad jump. In 
Novice your dog is allowed some mistakes and can still qualify. Open have 12 weaves and again some mis-
takes are allowed. In Excellent/Masters no mistakes are allowed. Well they can make mistakes but they won’t 
qualify. Oh and there’s a time limit that your dog must be under to qualify. Luckily corgis love zooming and 
generally you don’t have to worry about “making time”. 

The Jumpers and Weaves Class (JWW) contains only jumps, weaves, and maybe tunnels. Same levels, 
Novice, Open, and Excellent/Masters. Same number of weaves in each level. Again mistakes are allowed in 
Novice, and Open but your dog must “run clean” (no mistakes) in Excellent/Masters. 

STD and JWW Course Maps and Chart of Judge’s Signs



12

The Judge has the hardest job. They create the courses, supply maps, and stand out on the course and judge 
every run. They then review all the papers and sign that they are correct. As volunteers set up the next course 
the judge checks that all the course obstacles are in the right place. They then measure the course to deter-
mine the minimum times for each jump height. As he/she judges the run he/she tells the Scribe if there are any 
Faults (mistakes) by the dog by hand signals. 
 Refusal- Dog refuses to do obstacle. 
 Wrong Course- Dog does an obstacle out of order 
 Failure- Dog knocks a bar. Doesn’t hit the yellow mark on the A Frame or Dog Walk,  
                 or jumps off teeter before it hits ground. 
 Table Fault- Dog jumps off or falls off table before judge stops counting to 5.
 
Sounds complicated and a lot to learn. Not really. Let’s follow my 2 year old Bronwyn as she enters her first 
Agility trial, the PWCCP annual Agility trial! 

PRE TRIAL-As in other AKC sports you must fill out an entry form, trial premium. I had to guess that Bronwyn 
would jump 8”. She’ll have to be measured by an AKC official at the trial to determine her exact height at with-
ers. If she’s under 11” then she’ll jump 8”. She’ll have to be measured by 2 different officials then she will get a 
permanent jump height card. A Running Order for the trial which tells us the approximate times (when Bronwyn 
will run) will be emailed closer to the date of the trial.

TRIAL-We arrive at the trial and walk in to see where they are in the schedule. We check Bronwyn in, get her 
measured, and await our walk thru. When her class, Novice JWW is ready, the judge calls the group into the 
ring and Ron, my husband, walks the course. The course is marked out with numbers and with the map provid-
ed, you can figure out what to do. Each dog runs differently. Some stay close to their owner and may need to 
be reminded to jump. As the dog gets more experience in Agility they depend more and more on following the 
handler’s body movement. It really is an amazing sight. You don’t have to be an athlete to do Agility with your 
dog. I’ve seen handlers in walkers direct their dogs through a course!  

Ron gets Bronwyn ready by going into a fenced in area with a jump to warm up. Lots of cookies are involved. 
No food is allowed in the ring so Ron sets aside her treats. There’s a volunteer at the Gate (where you enter 
the ring) who calls Bronwyn’s name and Ron enters with Bronwyn on leash. The judge gives a thumbs up to 
the table volunteers and you hear “READY”. Ron takes the leash off Bronwyn and they are off! Hours of train-
ing has paid off and Bronwyn earns a Q (Qualifies). The Leash Runner has placed her leash at the exit and 
Ron snaps it on Bronwyn while the next dog enters the ring. 

 We await the results of the other dogs in Bronwyn’s height 
class. She lost some points because she ran past a jump 
(refusal) and so earns a Second place over another Corgi 
who ran clean (no refusals). The PWCCP offers special 
awards and ribbons for the highest scoring Corgi in each 
class in addition to the regular ribbons. This makes our trial 
extra special and many Corgis enter it each year. Maybe 
next year Bronwyn will win one but we were thrilled with her 
performance! Bronwyn hangs out in her crate until her next 
run, Novice Standard while I run my Howie. 

Normally there are lots of people watching (at a set distance 
away from the ring) and cheering on the dogs. Agility is very 
entertaining especially with the Novice dogs who sometimes 
visit the judge or just discover that they would rather zoom 
around the ring. There’s usually a photographer taking pic-
tures and selling them and vendors where you can buy vari-
ous dog related items and always friends and their Corgis!
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Weird Things you will see at an agility trial. 
*A group of people wandering around inside the ring waving their arms and mumbling to themselves. They 
are walking the course before their group runs. This is usually split into groups according to jump height. 
*Handlers being presented with Jump Bars in the Ring and a HUGE ribbon- These handlers and their dogs 
completed a number of requirements to earn a MACH or PACH.  This is a very high level in Agility and a big 
cause to celebrate. The judge allows the handler and dog to run around the course and do any obstacles 
if they like. Lots of clapping and cheering can be heard. They get to keep a Jump Bar and generally have 
friends sign it. 
*MACH Cake-With such an achievement requires a party! Friends present cakes or other foods for everyone 
at the trial to eat and help celebrate. Generally the Jump Bar is present so you can sign your name and good 
wishes. I always write “Corgilations”. 
*A Table with a Wicket attached to it- To measure dog’s height to determine their jump height.  

Now that you know a little more about Agility why don’t you check out the YouTube page where you will see 
some of our wonderful Corgis running in our July Trial! See if you can spot the volunteers, watch the judge for 
hand signals indicating Faults, or just enjoy watching our Corgis having fun!  Go to: https://www.youtube.com/
channel/UCBB1smSvFPp2JTOQqVysrSQ/playlists?view_as=subscriber.

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCBB1smSvFPp2JTOQqVysrSQ/playlists?view_as=subscriber.
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCBB1smSvFPp2JTOQqVysrSQ/playlists?view_as=subscriber.
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The Pembroke Welsh Corgi of the Potomac held its second an-
nual Fast CAT event on a glorious fall weekend at the Gamber 
Volunteer Fire Department carnival grounds in Finksburg, MD. 
For three cool, crisp, sunny days, October 2, 3, and 4, our club, 
under the expert guidance of our Trial Secretary and Lure Op-
erator, Ching-Yao Yu, hosted every breed imaginable from the 
fastest Greyhound to the plodding Clumber for 525 runs as they 
completed the 100-yard course at their personal best speeds. 
Of course, our beloved corgis were well represented too; 19 
Pembrokes and 2 Cardigans were entered.

Because we were the finale of an 11-day cluster there were 
plenty of new titles to be awarded. We handed out 21 FCAT title 
ribbons for those achieving 1000 or multiples of 1000 points, 
along with many DCAT and BCAT ribbons for earning 500 and 
150 points respectively. Points are based on each dog’s timed 
run converted to miles per hour.  In addition to the beautiful 
rosettes, the PWCCP celebrated each title winner with a special 
bonus gift. Each BCAT winner received a toy, DCAT winners 
earned a thermal mug with our racing corgi logo, and the FCAT 
winners took home an original Kim Hundley coffee mug. Nor did 
we forget our entrants who chose a more leisurely trip down the 

100-yard course. They received a special stuffed snail for their slow but steady efforts. 

A Fast CAT weekend requires a lot of prior planning but it cannot be successful without many volunteers help-
ing throughout the actual event. 

Special thanks for all the help:
• Huntmasters: Heidi Kennedy, Doug Biernacki, and Gail Phillips (Dog Owners Training Club)
• Paddock Masters/Inspection: Jen Reynolds, Pat Koons, Michele Pohl, Kandy Boll, and Dawn 
            Buttion (Catoctin Kennel Club)
• Field Clerk: Astrid Teal (corgi friend and collie owner)
• Catch Pen: Stephon Collins, Ted Schwartz, Deb Wimer, and Jane Burrows
• TIDE Candid Photographer: Kathy Kelly
• Pat Koons and Deb Wimer for supplying and preparing our lunch feasts at the end of each day.   • 
We are also grateful for several financial donations to help offset costs.  And thanks also to all who contributed 
food and supplies.

We’ll be back next year. Plan to join us in October 2021 for a weekend of Fast CAT where it’s all about the 
dogs having fun full speed ahead.

Carol Schwartz-Fast CAT Trial Chair
Sherrie Biernacki and Heidi Kennedy-Trial Co-Chairs

2020 Fast CAT a Huge Success

Ribbons photo by Kathy Kelly
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Name     10/02 AM 10/02 PM 10/03 AM 10/03 PM 10/04 AM 10/04 PM

Pickwick Polly Go Lightly 
(Polly)    36.47  22.55        
Evensong's Purple Glow 
(Nicki)    11.68  11.66  11.99  11.75  13.55  11.93
Hum'nbird Abram's Delight 
(Turner)   13.25  13.17  12.95  12.95  13.16  13.22
Weeping Fox I'll Tagalong 
(Tag)    12.22  12.02  12.66  11.67  12.08  11.90
Hum'Nbird Sua Mah Be 
Lucky Today (Lindsay) 12.59     13.97     12.88  
Gayhearts Cricket (Cricket) 12.57  12.03  13.71  12.78    
Honeyfox Editor In Chief 
(Pippin)   15.84  24.84        
Wynfox Chantilly Lace For 
Caradoc (Juliette)  12.40  12.26  12.23  11.89  12.24  11.84
Caradocx A Tail To Tell (Otto) 11.70  11.77  11.99  11.70  11.63  11.66
Corgard's Dial One-Viii-
Hundred Yum Yum (Yummy)       11.81  13.11  12.05  11.94
Corgard Jorash Newly Minted 
(Rory)    16.31  12.64        
Corgard Jorash Peppermint 
Patti (Patti)   13.01  11.96        11.92  11.65
LCA Little Sherman Tank 
(Tank)          10.51  10.49    
Curig You'Ve Got Mail (Zip) 13.56  13.26  13.92  13.47  14.23  15.13
Vinny Boombatts (Vinny) 10.30  10.58        
Gayhearts Bt Autumn Gold 
(Brynn)    10.62  10.81  10.86  10.85  10.36  10.54
Evensong Hum'Nbird 
Mountains Of The Moon 
(Laurel)   13.11          
Hum'Nbird Rock Opera 
(Bennett)      12.71        

Pembroke Welsh Corgi 2020 Fast CAT Statistics
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The following membership application was approved by the Board of Directors at 
their meeting on September 19, 2020.  The application is now being presented 
here to the General Membership.

Deborah Harrold is a Senior Lecturer at the University of Pennsylvania.  She 
grew up in an army family that moved around the United States.  She pursued a 
Ph.D. in political science, comparative politics and travelled and did research in 
North Africa and the Middle East.  She grew up with standard poodles although her family fostered 
two Cardigan sisters, six months old.  Decades later, she acquired her first Pembroke the same week 
her sister, in Iowa, also acquired her first Pembroke.

Anne Norton is a Professor at the University of Pennsylvania.  Both live in Philadelphia, PA.  Anne’s 
first corgi was given to her on the death of a beloved and very long-lived cat.  She was hesitant but 
rapidly discovered that the corgi was the perfect dog for her. In 2019 Debi bred her first litter of pup-
pies with Gigi Fitzgerald and became more aware that breeding is a collective process.  She realizes 
that a lot of hard work makes dog events possible.  Both Debi and Anne want to be a part of an or-
ganization where the Code of Ethics and cooperation through support and advice are central.  Anne 
has stewarded at obedience events and enjoyed that very much.  She hopes to help Debi in breeding 
corgis that are healthy, good tempered, beautiful and intelligent.  There are three corgis that reside 
with Debi and Anne, two Foxtale corgis co-owned with Gigi Fitzgerald and a corgi of their own breed-
ing, with the help of Gigi Fitzgerald, owned by Debi Harrold and Anne Norton.  All three corgis are 
champions.

Applicants’ endorser, John Dugan has been to Applicants’ home within the past six months.  He 
knows the Applicants through the dog shows.  They are hard working folks and display good sports-
manship and are willing to always jump in and do the tasks at hand.

The Applicants’ other endorser, Gigi Fitzgerald, says that Debi and Anne have attended many of the 
PWCCP events over the years.  In addition Debi has been to several National Specialties, all in her 
interest to learn all she can about the breed.  She believes that both Debi and Anne, because they 
are both in the teaching profession, have that innate desire to continue learning anything that is of 
personal interest to them and they will share that knowledge with others.

Respectfully submitted, Ann Phillips, Membership Committee Chair, September 19, 2020

Membership
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We have had a busy time since early May.  Sally Zinkhan took Lily and Tiffany who were grossly overweight, 
and had physical issues because of that.  Tiffany died this summer due to an inoperable mass.  Sally also took 
Maggie Nibbles who was only 7months old and was too much for her elderly owners to care for.  I had Stu, an 
8 yr old, who could not get along with the baby.

Stu and Maggie Nibbles are doing well in their new homes.  Lily still needs to lose more weight,
be able to get around better, and have her skin infections clear up.  Sally has been a  huge help and has 
saved the club a large sum of money.

I am always looking for fosters.  If you are interested please, contact me.  If we don't have fosters, then I board 
dogs in a kennel near me, or if Sally has room, she takes them. Boarding is $25 a day or more, and that does 
not include the food.

Our committee members are: Deb Wimer, Kathy Kelly, Stephon Collins, John and Lisa Sites,
Michele Pohl, Brandon Pfeffer, and David and Sharon Saulsbury.  Jane Burrows is a consultant.
Any of us are willing to talk to folks about rescues.

Please give out my information to folks if they are in need of placing their dog.  That way the person can con-
tact me if they are in need of help. I also will work with folks, as much as I can, to help them keep a dog.  We 
do not offer monetary assistance, but sometimes all they need is nutrition information, training help, or other 
suggestions.

If you send someone to me who wants to adopt, please let them know that I have to have an up-to-date appli-
cation on file.  The application is on our web site, pwccp.org.  Also let folks know that we do not put pictures on 
the web site, or Facebook, or anywhere that people can look and pick. I have tons of applications and very few 
dogs, so we can be very picky about where we place a dog.

Folks are welcome to call any of us on the committee if they are trying to decide if they want a Corgi.  We can 
give them information and talk to them about ways to proceed if they decide a Corgi is for them. We always 
suggest that folks contact breeders who are members of our club.

Lately, I have been trying to talk people into looking for another breed, as many folks don't have any idea what 
Corgis are like other than that they are small and cute.

Contact information: Pat Koons   silverrodell@comcast.net.

By Pat Koons

Rescue Update
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Saturday March 7 dawned bright and sunny as Kara and I got on the road to our very  first Rally trial at Catoc-
tin Kennel Club. It was a good omen as a few hours later we got our  first qualifying score and we  were  on our 
way to our Novice title. We couldn’t wait to get back to class and hone our skills with the goal of earning our 
title at the PWCCP Specialty in April. 

You all know what happened next – coronavirus reared its ugly head and life ground to a halt. Our class was 
canceled, and the Specialty was postponed. Kara and I stayed home and did our best to keep training hop-
ing that in a few months things would open up and we would be able to finish our title. Well things didn’t open 
up, but the AKC decided to offer the opportunity to earn a Rally Novice Title virtually. The process was pretty 
straightforward, the AKC offered a choice of five different courses (available on their website). You chose the 
course, set it up, and then get someone to videotape you. Once completed, the video is uploaded to YouTube 
and submitted to the AKC for a judge’s review (along with the requisite fee and entry form which included a 
link to your video). Once received the AKC would assign it to a certified AKC Rally judge, and a few weeks 
later you would receive your scores. My instructor graciously offered me the use of her backyard to set up the 
courses we would need to obtain our title. On the appointed day we arrived went through our paces and were 
able to complete the two courses. The next day I submitted them to the AKC and I’m happy to report that we 
received qualifying scores on both runs, and Kara was able to earn her RN.

Sounds simple right? Well honestly it wasn’t, and after doing it, I can definitely see some pros and cons to 
earning a title virtually. The biggest pro of course if that the AKC offered this as an option. Considering that 
most states still have major restrictions and there are very few live trials being offered, I don’t know if Kara and 
I would have stuck with it – actually being able to earn a title is a big motivator. It was hard to keep training 
when we didn’t know how long it would be before we could get back in the ring.  Another pro: you can choose 
the course you do. (Kara has trouble with downs so I could choose courses that didn’t include downs.) And you 
can spend a lot of time practicing the courses. Another pro is just being able to turn off the camera and start 
over if you miss a sign (although I discovered there is a limit to the amount of times your dog will cooperate on 
a do over).

Now some cons. Putting a course together is a lot of work. I was fortunate that my instructor had a big enough 
backyard and had some experience laying out a course, As a newbie to Rally I would have struggled to do it 
on my own.  You also have to factor in obtaining signs and holders to do the course. The AKC allows you print 
off signs from your computer and either lay them down or use whatever you have available to prop them up.  In 
my case, we used old notebooks. I mentioned being able to stop the camera and do it over – well this applies 
to judges too. Unlike a live trial where judges judge in real time and may not see every mistake, in a virtual trial 
the judge can stop, rewind, and go in slow motion to view your run. They also have the option of watching the 
run multiple times. Another issue I noticed with Kara is that she seemed to struggle with the idea of doing a run 
in someone’s backyard as opposed to being in the ring. When we are in the ring at class she knew where she 
was and what was expected of her. In the yard, she just seemed to be very easily distracted. One final ob-
servation is that since you already know what the course is like there is a danger that you could just learn the 
course instead of learning the signs.  Obviously if you are going to continue you have to learn all the signs but I 
thought it important to mention this.

Finally when all is said and done I have to say for us it was worth it. I’m also happy to report that the AKC has 
expanded the virtual program to include Intermediate, and Kara and I are already working on getting our Inter-
mediate title too!

Real Life Experiences with Virtual AKC Rally
By Carol Jackson
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The following individuals or businesses have supported The Tide, either by purchasing a business card adver-
tisement or by allowing their photography or artwork to be used in The Tide. We are very grateful to everyone 
who provided artwork or photographs, regardless of whether they submitted a business card for inclusion on 
this page.

PWCCP RESCUE
Pat Koons, Chairperson 

3303 Days Mill Rd 
York, PA 17408-7382

717-793-0330

silverrodell@comcast.net 
www.pwccp.org
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ADVERTISING IN THE TIDE

Advertising in The Tide is limited to PWCCP members and PWCCA-affiliate club members. Advertising rates 
for non-PWCCP members (unless invited to advertise because of a PWCCP specialty or match win) and com-
mercial businesses are double the PWCCP member rates and are subject to approval by the editor. Advertis-
ing on the front cover or on page two is available by invitation from the editor.

Please review the following guidelines so that all the information that you wish to include is provided 
to us.  This will prevent us from having to request additional information and will help to avoid confu-
sion by having everything submitted at the same time.  

Any or all of the following items may be submitted:
  Registered and call name of the dog. 
  Sire and dam.  It is generally a good idea to include the sire and dam for conformation Corgis.  Sire and   

dam may be included for performance dogs.  Rescue Corgis in performance under the AKC PALS program 
would not have a breed history, so would not have this included.

  What was achieved?  What accomplishment(s) are you advertising?
  Where was it achieved (location and show)?
  Under which judge?
  On what date?
  Breeder (may be acknowledged formally or with such phrases as heartfelt thanks, etc.)
  Handler (including owner/handler and in the case of a handler not the owner may include thank yous).
  Owner (in the case of a particularly crowded ad, where the owner/handler is pictured, this can be noted in 

the picture). 
  Photos:  You must supply the name of the photographer or studio, even if you took the pictures yourself.  It 

is the policy of The Tide to give attribution on all photos. Attribution is a legal requirement for professional 
photos. If there are special circumstances where the photographer is not known, please discuss with the 
Advertising Editor, or with the Editor.

  People in the photos: Judge and professional handler may be identified out of courtesy and as helpful infor-
mation.  Owner/handler is optional if ad is submitted by the owner/handler.

  Kennel logos are a good idea and may be included.
  Phone numbers, addresses, and email of breeders can be included by the breeder or with permission of the 

breeder if they are the advertiser, a member or if they co-own the dog with the advertiser.  Publication of 
non-club members’ names, addresses, and phone numbers may be listed in the Tide for those who co-own 
dogs with the advertiser.

  Finally, include any special text or explanations.  (Please note that space is limited, and a long text will re-
sult in much smaller pictures, etc.)

 
Advertising rates for PWCCP members:
 Front Cover Ad:    $50.00  
 includes up to 7.5” wide x 4.5” high “Cover Story” ad on an inside page to  go with the cover ad.

 Full Page Ad      $35.00
 Half Page Ad      $25.00
 Business Card     $7.50

 A 10% discount for four ads or business card ads in a year. Full payment for four ads must be
 made at the time of the first ad. The front cover is not included in discount ads. 


